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Dean Dan ... Quixote? 


Those of you out there 
who do not pay keen attention 
to the preeminent 
publications of our chosen 
profession may be unaware 
that our dean, Dorsey D. 
"Dan’’ Ellis. is currently on a 
crusade of epic proportions. 
While you may suspect that 
Dean Ellis is carefully 
planning and implementing 
the ascension of the law 
school into anyone's Top 25, 
you are wrong, however 
reasonably. No, our dean is 
making quite a name for 
himself trying to slay that 
most vicious of legal 
dragons—yes, you guessed 
it—THE BAR EXAM. As 
for definition, first years, it is 
a two-day endurance test that 
makes the exams of 
Professors Becker and 
Greenfield seem like a fifth- 
grade spelling test and during 
which you will carefully 
recount all of the important 
legalese you digested during 
your FIRST YEAR of law 
school to show that your 
memory is good enough to be 
a practicing attorney; second 
years, what do you care since 
your drafts are due,you 


haven't had an interview in 
months, and there must be a 
bar already open somewhere; 
and third years, it is the exam 
that your $60,000 in tuition 
will not help you pass unless 
you deposit an additional 
$1,500 in the bar review 
meter. 

The October 17 edition 
of The National Law Journal 
reported that Dean Ellis has 
called for the abolition of the 
bar exam. He complained 
that the library was 
overcrowded after graduation 
because of preparation for the 
bar exam (perhaps Dean 
Ellis’ pet project, the new 
building, will resolve that 
crisis). He was further 
annoyed by the expenditure 
of $1,100 + on bar review 
courses creating a predatory 
cottage industry focused on 
the—quite reasonable—fear 
and paranoia of recent law 
school graduates; after all, 
that money could be better 
spent on perpetually 
increasing tuition. This point 
brings us to his primary 
suggestion that, in lieu of the 
bar exam, law students should 
spend an extra year— 


translation $20,000—engaged 
in development of practical 
skills through increased 
clinical education. This 
might not be so bad if it did 
not have to be spent in a 
poorly ventilated building 
that is climatically out-of- 
control with inadequate 
computer facilities, however 
improving, and most 
importantly, a deficient career 
services office, which seems 
to have a most difficult time 
getting graduates of a 
“national” law school jobs 
outside of Missouri. Don’t 
get me wrong. I have seen 
other law schools, and while 
ours is far from perfect, it is a 
wonderful institution from 
which each of us will receive 
a legal education equivalent 
to our tuition at least. 
However, the reality is the bar 
exam is likely here to stay as 
consumer protection. 
Consequently, Dean Ellis 
might better spend his time 
on the local concerns of his 
“national” law school instead 
of quixotically tilting at 
seemingly insuperable legal 
windmills. 
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Dean Ellis 


i 


Sue Prosser 


t 


Conventional Wisdom 

After bring Professor Moore to St. Louis, Dorsey has provided 
students with lame excuses about our low U.S. News ranking, and 
presided over an oligarchic Dean’s Roundtable. Not very 
impressive. 

The most powerful, yet nicest most helpful person in the law 
school. Keep up the good work. 


Robert Gibson 9 
# 


Erik Bolinder 


I 


Michigan 



While his namesake was the one of the greatest St. Louis has ever 
seen, this Director of Development remains a mystery. Who the 
hell is he? What does he do? Stay tuned. 

Manages to be SBA Vice-President, Wiley Rutlege Moot Court 
Board Member, Regional Moot Competition Rep. from our school, 
and win best costume (along with his wife) at the Halloween party 
as the "Freund portraits." Rumors he made life difficult for moot 
court competitors are unfounded. 

Disliked by all except Albin, Goodman, Riley, et al. Wolverines 
Losses to Colorado, Penn State and Wisconsin made it likely that 
we won’t have to watch “big blue” on New Year’s Day. 


If Life is a Bowl of Cherries, 
How come we hang out in 
the Pit? 

by Lisa Aserkoff 

Some observations... 

—>While Professor Drobak 
insists that a background in 
economics is not necessary to 
take his Anti-trust class, and 
that even an English major 
like myself can take this 
course, it has recently come 
to my attention that a 
background in economics is 
in fact required if you would 
like to understand the course. 
In light of this, I have 
decided, in lieu of my final 
exam, to write a literary 
essay. Although it is only in 


the beginning stages, I do 
have a tentative title...“The 
Washington University Law 
Degree and its Impact on 
your Job Search: Productive 
Efficiency, or Barrier to 
Entry? It’s a Normative 
Choice, You Decide.” 

—>Conceming Halloween... 
Who knew Kevin Siebert was 
such a dead ringer for John 
Travolta and John Purcell for 
Eddie Munster? Incidentally, 
a number of law students 
were sighted chez Munster at 
his Halloween bash. Yet I’d 
be willing to bet that most 
people still have no idea who 
John Purcell is and are 
skeptical as to whether or not 
he does actually go to Wash 
U. Anyone looking for 


verification should go to 
Career Services where they 
would be more than happy to 
confirm his status as a Wash 
U. student. (After all, he’s 
single-handedly keeping that 
office in business! Let’s go 
to the tote board and see 
today’s total!) 

—>Recently it seems I’ve 
been rumored to be “dating” 
more people than I think I’ve 
ever actually dated during my 
entire illustrious dating 
career. To set the record 
straight, if I were having even 
half the fun people seem to 
think I’m having, would I 
have had time to put together 
the following flow charts 
depicting who has slept with 

Continued on Page 6 
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All Dressed Up And No Place[ment] To Go 


Wide spread discontent 
with the career services 
office has spread like a 
cancer, undermining student 
morale, creating bitterness 
towards the law school and 
fueling frustration with the 
current administration. 
These attitudes are far from 
undeserved, though strong 
negative sentiment by the 
students towards the law 
school acts against all of our 
placement self-interest. 
Fortunately, however, this is 
one area that is well within 
the ambit of the Dean’s 
power to remedy. The 
complaints we’ve heard and 
some possible suggestions 
are explored in this 
article. 

One complaint, 
which goes to the h 
of many that follow, is 
the quality of the 
current placement 
staff. An old saw 
relates that “first rate 
people hire first rate 
people, while second 
rate people hire third 
rate people.” The rest 
of the administration 
aside (for now), this 
principle certainly 
casts doubt on the 
school’s leadership 
with regard to the 
placement function. I 
do not wish to 
question the 
dedication and efforts 


of the current staff, it is simply 
that in such a critical function 
the director should be a person 
with a strong record of past 
placement experience and 
success. This means in the 
legal market, preferably in the 
post-graduate market. The 
current placement staff lacks 
this record, and it is not 
difficult to understand student 
frustration with an 
administration that seeks to 
provide this staff with such 
experience at the expense of 
current students. 

The solution is obvious: 
conduct a full scale search for 
a placement staff that currently 
possesses the track record 


required to remedy Wash. U’s 
anemic placement rates. The 
analogy to the Head Football 
Coaches position is fitting 
here. No school that is 
serious in its efforts to 
develop a nationally 
competitive (read: ranked) 
program hires a dedicated 
assistant, no matter how 
popular. Instead, they look to 
proven talent. Why should we 
be content with Lou Tepper 
when Lou Holtz is available ? 

A second concern is 
access and resources. Many 
students have come to the 
conclusion that those not in 
the top 15% need not apply. 


Continued Next Page 

If Chris Berman Did Voice-Overs of Wash. U. Law Highlights — 
Here Are Some of the "Nicknames” He Would Use ... 


by Scott “Prelude to a” Kessler 

Erik "Riddick” Bolinder 

Irwin "Catcher in the” Raij 

Valerie "Indiana” Pacer 

Richard "Eight-Track” 
Cassetta 

Dan "Wile E.” Marcote 
Tom "Freshwater*’ Welge 
Nancy "Second-Degree” Berner 
Mike "Severance” Paley 


Alan "Inclement” Werther 

Alan "Jack” Ascb 

Brent "Learned” Hannafan 

Jeff "Triple Decker” 
Hamburg 

Elizabeth "Salt Water” 
Jaffe 

Ken "Baritone” Sachs 
Alex "Nat King” Kolar 
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Ways to Make Quick, Big Money at the Law School 

Get stock tips from Professor Moore (not from 
Thompson). 

Represent Barbara Flagg in her unlawful discharge suit. 

Sell excess Quarterlies on the corner of Delmar and 
Skinker. 

Start an “INANE BANTER” bingo game. 

Sell business cards to students in the Pit. 

Sell eggs benedict and mimosas by the mailfolders. 

Capture Professor LaPierre and shave his face in the 
courtroom —charge admission. 

Start an arena football pool. 

( all Professor Greenfield “Little Mikey” in class. 

Panhandle in front of room 303. 

Ransom Professor Underwood. 

Promote a “steel cage battle royal” including Nick 
Waddles, Howard Au, Drew F. Davis, Steve Winter, 
Sam Mirkin, Jon Bodnar, Professor Drobak and Mike 
Silver. 

Stuff envelopes during the first hour of Pretrial. 

Start the “I want to date Professor Hanslick sans ego 
CLUB” — charge membership dues. 

Throw a Halloween party and charge $10 a ticket. 

Blackmail Ellis. 

Tenured professor mud wrestling in the Pit. Sell tickets 
for $25. 


TOP TEN 
THINGS WE 
WOULD HAVE 
LIKED 

TO HAVE SEEN 
AT THE “GEEK 
BOWL” 


10. Metal spikes 


9. Coach Lazarus making 
his triumphant return from 
his St. Louis sabbatical by 
doing a “Woody Hayes” on 
Bodnar. 


S.The Journal “Geek Bowl 
Shuffle” performed live. 

7. Grain alcohol 


6. Dan Schwartz — 
shirtless. 

5. Deans Smith and Ellis 
being constantly 
questioned and second- 
guessed ... as referees. 

4. Tackling 

3. Instant replay 

2. Becker dressed as the 
Wash. U. “bear” cheering 
and growling. 

1. Jenny “They call me the 
Assassin” Wiegleb 
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A COMPARISON OF DEANS 

ELLIS 


Neglecting 85% of the class 
however, does not appear to 
be the answer. It is true that 
efforts directed at the top 
students produce good results 
(though there is no small 
amount of dissatisfaction here 
either), however, it is 
precisely the remaining 85% 
who make or break the 
important ranking criteria in 
placement (and who will 
make or break future efforts 
to raise funds for the law 
school). These are the 
students who could most 
directly benefit from the types 
of resourceful placement 
practices of an accomplished 
professional. Smaller firm 
efforts (read: networking), 
extensive use of the existing 
alumni network both in and 
outside of St. Louis, 
government and private 
industry jobs, non-traditional 
placement etc... All of these 
activities offer fertile fields 
for employment of Wash. U. 
law grads. These fields, 
however, are very 
competitive. What Wash. U. 
students need isn’t just the 
knowledge that these 
opportunities exist, but the 
expertise to successfully tap 
into these opportunities 
Many other concerns 
exist, and indeed have been 
expressed. They include the 
inadequacy of the major East 
and West coast resources 
(from whence many Wash. U. 


SMITH 

Mingles with students at 
happy hours 

Bryan, Cave, McPheeters 
& McRoberts 

Pretrial Practice & Procedure 
— 3 credits 

Over six feet tall 

Fashion statement: bow ties 

Has good relations with 
student body 

Started “Morning Roundball” 

Mark 

Can be friendly 
Harvard College 


Has watched Dean Smith 
mingle with students at 
happy hours. 

Cravath, Swaine & Moore 


Agency and Partnership 
— 2 credits 

Over five feet tall 

Fashion statement: argyle 
sweater vests 

Knows who Irwin is 


Started the ‘ Dean’s 
Roundtable” 

Dorsey 

Can spell friendly 


students come, and would like 
to return). In addition there 
are complaints focusing on 
the relationships with the 
large firm market in St. Louis 
and the informational efforts 
of the current placement 
office. We firmly believe that 
without decisive action 
concerning the “Head 
Coaching” position in Career 
Services other changes would 


Maryville College 

be superfluous. This is the 
time and the issue for 
leadership, if it in fact exists, 
from the top of the law 
school administration. 
Remember, we didn’t fall 
from 27th to 48th because of 
Mudd Law Building 
Placement is inadequate, and 
the administration has the 
power and the duty to act. 

Anonymous 
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whom on both Melrose Place 
and 90210? 

MFI ROSF PLAGE 

-AMANDA—>.JAKE> JO> 
Psycho guy who’s now 
on Model’s Inc. 

HILLY 

-ALISON—> Hardy Boy 
(Parker Stevenson) —>Random 
Guy from Shooters 

—SIDNEY—> Various 
“Johns ”—>.|AKE 

MICH A EL-J A N E—> La wyer 

guy—>Aussie Guy 
who’s stalkint? Sidney 
~-KIMBERLY 


BEVERLY HILLS 90210 

-BRENDA—>Dean 

Cain(a.k.a. Superman) 

—STUART(that guy she 
almost married) 
DYLAN—>VALERIE (a.k.a. 

Kelly Capowski) 
-KELLY 

—>STEVE—CELESTE 
—Professor—B R A N DON— 

Psycho Emily—>CLAIRE 
-DAVID 

(ED. Note - yeah, we know about 
Kelly and Brandon, but you 
figure out how to draw it) 

—>Attention Sports 
Fans...For those of you who 
are, like myself, suffering 
from hockey withdrawl as a 
result of the current N.H.L. 
lockout, and are sick of 
watching Auto Racing 
andCheerleading 
Competitions on ESPN, a few 
suggestions: 

—>Rent hockey movies such 
as —Slapshot 

—Mighty Ducks/D2 
—Youngblood (Rob 


Lowe as a hockey player is a 
stretch, but when you’re 
desperate...) 

—Cutting Edge ( You 
laugh, but if this lockout 
doesn't end soon, even Craig 
Janney may be forced to lace 
up the figure skates and learn 
to throw triple toe loops!) 

—>Establish a 
Nintendo “Blades of Steel” 
Fantasy League. 

—>Lace up the Rollerblades 
and start hip-checking people 
off the path in Forest Park. If 
anyone gets angry, drop your 
wrist guards, circle them 
slowly, and just start 
throwing punches Assuming 
they're not wearing a helmet, 
you shouldn’t even have to 
worry about hurting your 
knuckles. (I’ve found this 
suggestion to be particularly 
gratifying.) 


—And finally, most people 
who know me personally 
will understand this one...It 
has now been just over a 
year since I first stepped foot 
inside Blubeny Hill and 
heard some fabulous words 
of advice from a certain self- 
proclaimed (DIV III!!!) 
football stud(?) on how to 
fully appreciate St. Louis. In 
light of these pearls of 
wisdom I received, I joined 
Vic Tanny ’s and lost some 
weight, I continue to wear 
makeup, and I’ve even gone 
out on a couple of dates. 

And yet I’m still not ready to 
lay down my roots here...any 
more bright ideas? 

—That’s all for 
now...if anyone has any 
observations they’d like to 
be included in my next 
report, please let me know... 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH—PART II 

Meredith Woolfarth 

Andrea Mitchell 

Chris Schnarr 

Drew Barrymore 

Karen Baim 

; 

Sandra Bernhardt 

Jenny Regis-Civetta 

Melissa Etheridge 



Beth Oliak 

• 

Fabio 


■ 

Sara Goldsmith - 

Sally Fields 

• • • 

•• :• : : • ....: . - • . 

Becky Berk.ee 

* 

Reba Mclntrve 

John Simmons 

Sinead O'Connor 























